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"23. Notification of election.- (2) The District Election Officer
(Panchayats) shall appoint a person by name or by virtue of his office to act
as Returning Officer for each Panchayat circle. . %

(3) The District Election Officer (Panchayats) may also authorise
one of the Polling Officer appointed for booths of each Panchayat circle or
any other officer to act as Returning Officer in-the event of the Returning
Officer being unavoidably prevented from performing his functions."
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"31. Polling Officer and other staff.- (1) For each polling booth the
Officer nominated by the District Election Officer (Panchayats) shall
appoint, by name or by virtue of office, as many persons to act as Polling ‘
Officer/Assistant Pol.ling‘foﬁEer and such other staff as he thinks necessary
to assist each Polling Officer and Returning Officer: Provided that if a
Polling Officer or any ‘other member of the staff is absent from polling
station or polling booth the Returning Officer may appoint any person to act
in place of such absentee and inform the District Election Officer
(Panchayats) accordingly: Provided further that no person who has been
employed'b}"ii or on behalf of or has been otherwise working for a candidate
in or abdut the election, shall be appointed as Polling Officer or a member of
the staff.
.. “(2) The Polling Officer and other staff appointed under sub-rule (1)
shall perform such duties and exercise such powers as are imposed and
conferred on them by these rules or as are entrusted to them by the Returning

__ Officer.

Explanation:- The Polling Officer in Panchayat election shall

~_function as Presiding Officer of a polling booth."
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